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CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 1080 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GB, KN, KS 

SUBJ: BONGO PROMISES NO CHANGE IN KOREA POLICY 
REF: SEOUL 3445 

1 . FOLLOWING BOTH INSTRUCTIONS AND INCLINATION, ROK AMBASSADOR 
KIM SAW PRESIDENT BONGO APRIL 27 TO SEEK ASURANCES OF 
GABONESE FIDELITY TO THE SOUTH KOREAN CAUSE. 

2. ACCORDING TO KIM, BONGO DESCRIBED HIS FORTHCOMING TRIP 
TO PYONGYANG AS "PURELY POLITICAL” AND PROMISED THAT HE 
WOULD NOT BE SEDUCED BY DPRK AWAY FROM HIS TRADITIONAL 
FRIENDSHIP FOR SOUTH KOREA. WHEN KIM SUGGESTED THAT BONGO 
PUT HIS ASSURANCES IN WRITING TO PRESIDENT PARK. BONGO 
READILY AGREED AND PREPARED LETTER TO THIS EFFECT WHICH WAS 
DELIVERED TO KIM APRIL 29. 

3. IN COURSE PHONE CONVERSATION ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, BONGO 
ASKED ME TO TRANSMIT TO USG SAME REASSURANCES ON KOREAN 
ISSUE WHICH HE HAD ALREADY PROVIDED TO ROKG. HE ADDED 
SPECIFIC STATEMENT THAT HE HAD NO INTENTION OF PER- 
MITTING NORTH KOREAN ADVISERS OF ANY KIND IN GABON. 
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4. MEANWHILE, SMALL CONTRETEMPS APPEARS TO HAVE ARISEN 
OVER DATES FOR DPRK VISIT. NORTH KOREANS REPORTEDLY 
EXTENDED GENERAL INVITATION FOR "MAY" BUT NOW FIND 
THAT BONGO'S PREFERENCE FOR FIRST WEEK IN MONTH GIVES 
THEM CONFLICT WITH SCHEDULED VISITS BY JAMAICAN 
PRIMIN AND PRESIDENT OF GUINEA BISSAU. AS OF THIS 
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MORNING, BONGO STILL PLANNING LEAVE ON MAY 2, BUT 
EXACT ORDER OF STOPS (WHICH INCLUDE PEKING - THOUGH 
NOT ON OFFICIAL VISIT BUT ONLY TRANSIT - AND HONG KONG 
FOR SHOPPING) NOT YET FINAL.STEIGMAN 
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